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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 8, chapter 5, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding section 8-525, to read:

8-525. Children in foster care: rights

A. A CHILD IN FOSTER CARE HAS THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS:

1. TO APPROPRIATE CARE AND TREATMENT IN THE LEAST RESTRICTIVE SETTING
AVAILABLE THAT CAN MEET THE CHILD'S NEEDS.

2. TO LIVE IN A SAFE, HEALTHY AND COMFORTABLE PLACEMENT WHERE THE
CHILD CAN RECEIVE REASONABLE PROTECTION FROM HARM AND APPROPRIATE PRIVACY FOR
PERSONAL NEEDS AND WHERE THE CHILD IS TREATED WITH RESPECT.

3. TO KNOW WHY THE CHILD IS IN FOSTER CARE AND WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE
CHILD AND TO THE CHILD'S FAMILY, INCLUDING SIBLINGS, AND CASE PLANS.

4. TO SPEAK AND BE SPOKEN TO IN THE CHILD'S OWN LANGUAGE WHENEVER
POSSIBLE. IF THE CHILD IS PLACED WITH FOSTER PARENTS WHO CANNOT COMMUNICATE
WITH THE CHILD, THE CHILD HAS THE RIGHT TO A WRITTEN PLAN TO MEET THE CHILD'S
COMMUNICATION NEEDS.

5. TO BE FREE FROM UNFAIR TREATMENT BECAUSE OF THE CHILD'S SEX, GENDER
IDENTITY, RACE, ETHNICITY, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, DISABILITY, MEDICAL
STATUS OR SEXUAL ORIENTATION.

6. TO BE FREE FROM ANY HARSH, CRUEL, UNUSUAL, UNNECESSARY, DEMEANING
OR HUMILIATING PUNISHMENT.

7. TO BE DISCIPLINED IN A MANNER THAT IS APPROPRIATE TO THE CHILD'S
LEVEL OF MATURITY, DEVELOPMENTAL LEVEL AND MEDICAL STATUS. THE CHILD MUST
RECEIVE AN EXPLANATION OF WHY THE CHILD WAS DISCIPLINED. DISCIPLINE SHALL NOT
INCLUDE THE USE OF RESTRAINT, SECLUSION OR CORPORAL PUNISHMENT.

8. TO ATTEND COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND RELIGIOUS SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
OF THE CHILD'S CHOICE TO THE EXTENT THAT IT IS APPROPRIATE FOR THE CHILD, AS
PLANNED AND DISCUSSED WITH THE CHILD'S PLACEMENT AND CASEWORKER AND BASED ON
CAREGIVER ABILITY.

9. TO GO TO SCHOOL AND RECEIVE AN EDUCATION THAT FITS THE CHILD'S AGE
AND INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.

10. TO TRAINING IN PERSONAL CARE, HYGIENE AND GROOMING.

11. TO CLOTHING THAT FITS COMFORTABLY AND IS SIMILAR TO CLOTHING WORN
BY OTHER CHILDREN IN THE CHILD'S COMMUNITY.

12. TO CLOTHING THAT IS ADEQUATE TO PROTECT THE CHILD AGAINST NATURAL
ELEMENTS SUCH AS RAIN, SNOW, WIND, COLD, SUN AND INSECTS.

13. TO HAVE PERSONAL POSSESSIONS AT HOME AND TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL
POSSESSIONS WITHIN REASONABLE LIMITS, AS PLANNED AND DISCUSSED WITH THE
CHILD'S PLACEMENT AND CASEWORKER, AND BASED ON CAREGIVER ABILITY.

14. TO PERSONAL SPACE IN THE CHILD'S BEDROOM FOR STORING CLOTHING AND
BELONGINGS.

15. TO HEALTHY FOODS IN HEALTHY PORTIONS THAT ARE APPROPRIATE FOR THE
CHILD'S AGE AND ACTIVITY LEVEL.

16. TO APPROPRIATE, QUALITY MEDICAL, DENTAL AND VISION CARE AND TO
DEVELOPMENTAL AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES.
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17. TO VISIT AND HAVE REGULAR CONTACT WITH THE CHILD'S FAMILY,
INCLUDING THE CHILD'S SIBLINGS, UNLESS THIS IS PROHIBITED BY COURT ORDER OR
THE CASE PLAN, AND TO HAVE ANY RESTRICTIONS EXPLAINED TO THE CHILD AND
DOCUMENTED IN THE CHILD'S RECORD.

18. TO CONTACT THE CHILD'S CASEWORKER, ATTORNEY, PROBATION OFFICER AND
ADVOCATE AT ANY TIME.

19. TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE CHILD'S CASEWORKER, ATTORNEY OR ADVOCATE
WITHOUT RESTRICTION.

20. TO SEE THE CHILD'S CASEWORKER AT LEAST MONTHLY AND IN PRIVATE IF
NECESSARY.

21. TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE CHILD'S SERVICE PLANNING, PERMANENCY
PLANNING AND MEDICAL REVIEW MEETINGS, AS APPROPRIATE, AND TO BE GIVEN A COPY
OR SUMMARY OF EACH SERVICE PLAN AND SERVICE PLAN REVIEW. THE CHILD MAY
REQUEST SOMEONE TO PARTICIPATE ON THE CHILD'S BEHALF OR TO SUPPORT THE CHILD
IN THIS PARTICIPATION.

22. TO ATTEND THE CHILD'S COURT HEARING AND SPEAK TO THE JUDGE.

23. TO SPEAK PRIVATELY TO THE JUDGE AT A COURT HEARING THAT AFFECTS THE
CHILD'S PLACEMENT, INCLUDING ANY STATUS HEARING, PERMANENCY HEARING OR
PLACEMENT REVIEW HEARING.

24. TO HAVE THE CHILD'S RECORDS AND PERSONAL INFORMATION KEPT PRIVATE
AND DISCUSSED ONLY WHEN IT IS ABOUT THE CHILD'S CARE.

25. TO HAVE VISITORS, TO SEND AND RECEIVE UNOPENED MAIL AND TO MAKE AND
RECEIVE PRIVATE PHONE CALLS UNLESS APPROPRIATE PROFESSIONALS OR A COURT
DETERMINES THAT RESTRICTIONS ARE NECESSARY FOR THE CHILD'S BEST INTERESTS.

26. TO RECEIVE PAYMENT FOR ANY WORK DONE, EXCEPT FOR ROUTINE CHORES OR
WORK ASSIGNED AS FAIR OR REASONABLE DISCIPLINE.

27. TO CONSENT IN WRITING BEFORE PARTICIPATING IN ANY PUBLICITY OR
FUND-RAISING ACTIVITY FOR THE CHILD'S PLACEMENT OR THE AGENCY, INCLUDING THE
USE OF THE CHILD'S PHOTOGRAPH.

28. NOT TO BE FORCED TO MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENTS ACKNOWLEDGING THE
CHILD'S GRATITUDE TO THE FOSTER HOME OR AGENCY.

29. TO BE FREE OF UNNECESSARY OR EXCESSIVE MEDICATION.

30. TO REFUSE OR TO REQUEST CLARIFICATION FOR EMOTIONAL, MENTAL HEALTH
OR CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SEPARATELY FROM ADULTS WHO ARE RECEIVING
SERVICES, AS PLANNED AND DISCUSSED WITH THE CHILD'S PLACEMENT AND CASEWORKER.

31. TO REPORT ABUSE, NEGLECT, EXPLOITATION OR A VIOLATION OF PERSONAL
RIGHTS WITHOUT FEAR OF PUNISHMENT, INTERFERENCE, COERCION OR RETALIATION.

32. TO MAKE A COMPLAINT TO THE DEPARTMENT IF THE CHILD FEELS ANY OF
THESE RIGHTS HAVE BEEN VIOLATED OR IGNORED, AND TO BE FREE FROM THREATS OF
PUNISHMENT FOR MAKING COMPLAINTS. THE CHILD MAY MAKE A COMPLAINT
ANONYMOUSLY. THE CHILD HAS THE RIGHT TO BE INFORMED IN WRITING OF THE NAME,
ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND PURPOSE OF THE ARIZONA PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY
SYSTEM FOR DISABILITY ASSISTANCE.

33. TO UNDERSTAND AND HAVE A COPY OF THE RIGHTS LISTED IN THIS SECTION.
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B. IN ADDITION TO THE RIGHTS LISTED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION A, A CHILD
IN FOSTER CARE WHO IS AT LEAST SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE HAS THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS:

1. TO ATTEND PREPARATION FOR ADULT LIVING CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES AS
APPROPRIATE TO THE CHILD'S CASE PLAN.

2. TO A TRANSITION PLAN THAT INCLUDES CAREER PLANNING AND ASSISTANCE
WITH ENROLLING IN AN EDUCATIONAL OR VOCATIONAL JOB TRAINING PROGRAM.

3. TO BE INFORMED OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES WHEN THE CHILD LEAVES
FOSTER CARE.
4. TO ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING AN INDEPENDENT RESIDENCY WHEN THE CHILD
IS TOO OLD TO REMAIN IN FOSTER CARE.

5. TO PARTICIPATE IN YOUTH LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

6. TO CONSENT TO ALL OR SOME OF THE CHILD'S MEDICAL CARE AS AUTHORIZED
BY THE COURT AND BASED ON THE CHILD'S MATURITY LEVEL.

7. TO BE FREE FROM PRESSURE TO GET AN ABORTION, TO NOT HAVE AN
ABORTION OR TO GIVE A CHILD UP FOR ADOPTION.

8. TO REQUEST A COURT HEARING FOR A COURT TO DETERMINE IF THE CHILD
HAS THE CAPACITY TO CONSENT TO MEDICAL CARE.

9. TO RECEIVE HELP WITH OBTAINING A DRIVER LICENSE, SOCIAL SECURITY
NUMBER, BIRTH CERTIFICATE OR STATE IDENTIFICATION CARD.

10. TO SEEK APPROPRIATE EMPLOYMENT, KEEP THE CHILD'S OWN MONEY AND HAVE
A BANK ACCOUNT IN THE CHILD'S OWN NAME, DEPENDING ON THE CHILD'S CASE PLAN
AND AGE OR LEVEL OF MATURITY.

11. TO RECEIVE NECESSARY PERSONAL INFORMATION WITHIN THIRTY DAYS AFTER
LEAVING FOSTER CARE, INCLUDING THE CHILD'S BIRTH CERTIFICATE, IMMUNIZATION
RECORDS AND INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE CHILD'S EDUCATION PORTFOLIO AND
HEALTH PASSPORT.
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